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Greetings from Clan Chief Robin Malcolm, 

After the official ­home-coming® activities in Edinburgh, something quieter and more  structured 
towards our clan was required for Argyll. It was a challenge to which everyone rose                 
magnificently£ your officers, the Reverend Roy Flatt, my son Andy and his splendid assortment 
of  helpers. Above all, the huge effort made by so many to actually be here.  

I can honestly say nothing similar has ever happened previously.  Although we are all now back in 
our respective houses, the memories live on. And what happy ones they are.  It was such a     
pleasure for Trish and I to meet so many clan members.  We thank you for coming to Scotland 
and wish you every success in the years ahead.    

Robin M. 
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Greetings from the New President 
 

It is an honor and a privilege to serve as President of the Clan      
MacCallum-Malcolm  Society of North America, Inc. 
 

The 2009 AGM and installation of officers was especially memorable 
because it was held at Saint Columba¬s Church on the Poltalloch   
Estate in Scotland. The AGM followed comments by Clan Chief 
Robin Malcolm and a very meaningful service by the Reverend Roy 
Flatt, Rector of the church, based on the works of St Columba. The 
ceremonial Quaich was passed from outgoing President Neil 
McCallum to Clan Chief Robin to me, with a special quaff to include 
Secretary-Treasurer Kinloch. Jim McCallum, from Chicago, was 
elected Vice President. 
 

I¬m looking forward to my role as President with an eye 
toward building on the successful activities that we¬ve 
come to expect and appreciate£and expansion where 
practical.   
 

The strength of any organization is dependent on       
commitment and involvement of individual  members. I 
would encourage any of you who wish to become more 
involved with the Clan to let me know of your interests 
and any ideas you have on how our Clan can continue to 
be a vibrant and meaningful organization for our      
members.  

  
Thanks to Clan Chief Robin and our Clan Advisory Committee for your support. Thanks 
to outgoing President Neil McCallum and continuing Secretary/Treasurer Kinloch 
McCollum for all of their efforts.  And, a special thanks to all of you who have supported 
our Clan Society and its endeavors over the past years, and who will continue to do so in 
the future. 

Sløinte, 
 

Lon  

The Quaich, Scotland's Cup of Friendship 
 

The sterling silver Quaich that was used in the installation of the new officers at AGM 2009 
at Duntrune was originally presented to then President Don Malcolm as a gift from Clan 
Chief Robin on the occasion of his visit to AGM 2005 at Grandfather Mountain in North 
Carolina.   
 

The Quaich is a keepsake for the Society and will be 
passed from each president to the next in perpetuity. 
 

After several hundred years of use the Quaich has 
evolved to become a unique icon of Scottish culture, 
hospitality and kinship. Quaich, from the Gaelic, is 
pronounced with a long «a¬.  The soft «ch¬ at the end is 
similar to the Scottish word «loch¬£ as the Scots would 
say it.    

                                           Lon McCollum  
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Reflections of Our Visit to Duntrune and AGM 2009 
 

The AGM 2009 at Duntrune and the events surrounding it came off very 
smoothly.  We wish to acknowledge and express our appreciation to all who made 
our Scotland visit so meaningful, especially those who worked (many behind the 
scenes, most on a voluntary basis) to support our own «gathering¬ of Clan Mac-
Callum-Malcolm at Duntrune. 
 

Clan Chief Robin and Trish were excellent and gracious hosts.  They took part in 
all of the events, opened the castle and provided tours to our Clan members. Clan 
Chief Robin provided background information about Duntrune, including the 
ghost of the piper, and a brief history of St. Columba¬s Church. Trish arranged 

the beautiful Rowan tree display for the Church. 
 

The Reverend Roy Flatt, presented a brief, but very meaningful service based on 
the works of St Columba, at St Columba¬s Church, on the grounds of the Poltalloch 
Estate.  We offer a heartfelt thank you to Reverend Flatt and his wife, Andrina, for 
preparing the service. 
 

Following the service, the AGM was held in the historic St Columba¬s Church. 
The setting provided a degree of solemnity and meaningfulness for our meeting. 

 

Suzie and Lucy, who were part of Andy¬s crew, 
drove the vans and provided tour guide service. Donald Corbett, one of Duntrune¬s 
long-time cottage occupants also acted as a tour guide.   
 

Andy, with the help of many family members converted a sheep shed at his lodge at 
Ardifuir into a banquet hall just in time for our meetings. Andy and his small cadre of 
helpers presented a cookout under the marquee on Monday and a gourmet repast fit 
for royalty in the new hall on Tuesday.  Andy piped in the haggis, proudly proffered 
by Perry Mattice, nattily attired in his Malcolm kilt. Neil, from Jura, with his       
wonderfully natural Scottish brogue, presented Robert Burns ­Ode to the Haggis®. 
 

A group from the Isle of Jura, Graham, Neil and Giles provided genuine Scottish   
music.  They were joined by Andy when he could get away from his culinary 
responsibilities.  To better understand the contribution of this group, picture a 
map of Jura off the west coast of Scotland. These men had to drive to Craighouse 
on Jura, take a 20 mile ferry trip to Tayvallich in Knapdale, and then travel     
another 20 miles on beautiful, but mostly single track roads, to Ardifuir.    
 

It is a tribute to Andy that he is able to create such remarkable presentations of 
fine food£with a small staff£from a small kitchen.  Sean McCollum and Lon E. 
McCollum almost magically squeezed five late-arriving Clan members in to the 
Tuesday dinner. For the Tuesday feast, Lucy¬s mom, Jane, hand-made sixty 
beautifully embroidered commemorative Malcolm napkins for us to use. The 
Villages of Kilmartin and Ardrishaig  provided the tables and chairs. Andy exhibited remarkable patience to endure our 
long phone calls to work out the details of our group¬s events at Duntrune. 
 

My family and I arrived at Ardifuir on Saturday and stayed through Thursday to assist in preparation and follow-up.  
Our son Lon E. pitched in to help Andy with many of the behind the scenes chores such as getting tables and chairs 
from and back to the Kilmartin Village hall, transporting the Jura band and others, and helping out wherever needed. 
And, speaking of helping out behind the scenes, Lon E. is visible in the group picture on page 1 behind me, way in the 
back, in the solarium where he was helping with set up.   
 

And lastly, thanks to each of our Clan members who made the supreme effort to attend the festivities at our «home¬ base 
in Scotland. 
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Lon, Marian & Lon E. McCollum 
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